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ABSTRACT

focus on a particular task.

Speech influence is a deliberate restructuring of the semantic sphere of personality. At
the same time, the text of socially oriented communication solves three main
psychological tasks. This is, firstly, drawing attention to the text, secondly, optimizing its
perception, and thirdly, accepting its content by the recipient. The psycholinguistic
features of the text can and should be studied by differentiation depending on their
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What do we mean by ‘"speech
influence"? In essence, any communication is a
speech impact. However, if the subject and
content of subject-oriented communication is
interaction in the process of joint activity, and
the subject and content of personality-oriented
communication is one or another change in the
psychological relations of people, then its third
type, socially oriented communication, involves
a change in the socio-psychological or social
structure society or stimulation of direct social
actions through the impact on the psyche of
members of a given social group or society as a
whole. Such socially oriented communication
can be direct (a rally, in general, any public
speech in front of a “live” audience), or it can be
indirect (radio, television, press). At the same
time, it can be concentrated in time
(simultaneous or almost simultaneous
communication with the entire audience) or
dispersed (each pedestrian reads billboard
advertising when he passes by it); the audience
can also be concentrated in space (again, a
rally) or dispersed (television)[1].

What we call speech influence here is
the various forms of socially oriented
communication. In other words, it is mass
communication (radio, television, press); forms
of propaganda that do not fit into the
traditional volume of mass communication -
such as leaflets posted or distributed,
documentaries, videos, computer programs
with the task of social (socio-psychological)
impact; finally, various forms of advertising,
both commercial and political[2]. In addition,
socially oriented communication includes
various forms of direct social impact such as
lectures, oral public speaking, etc. Finally, what
is often called “psychological warfare” tends to
the same problem - a system of socially and
socio-psychologically oriented actions, defined
as “the planned conduct of propaganda, the
main purpose of which is to influence the
views, moods, orientation and behavior of the
troops and population of the enemy, the
population of neutral and allied countries, in
order to contribute to the implementation of
state goals and objectives” [3]. Of course, not all
issues  related to  socially oriented
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communication are “subordinate” to
psycholinguistics.

Sociology, and social psychology, and
general psychology (especially in terms of
motives and personality psychology in
general), and other humanities are engaged in
this type of communication. But
psycholinguistics is interested in the processes
of socially oriented communication from its
own point of view - from the point of view of
the influence of the language and speech
features of the text on the assimilation,
imprinting and processing of information [6].
And since in most of the listed forms of
communication it has a predominantly, if not
exclusively, speech character, and the text in
the entirety of its linguistic and content
characteristics (as in artistic speech) acts as an
influencing principle, the psycholinguistics of
speech influence is the main or at least quite
impressive part of the scientific problem of
socially oriented communication [7].

According to Leontiev: in essence, any
communication is a speech impact. However, if
the subject and content of subject-oriented
communication is interaction in the process of
joint activity, and the subject and content of
personality-oriented communication is one or
another change in the psychological relations
of people, then its third type, socially oriented
communication, involves a change in the socio-
psychological or social structure society or the
stimulation of direct social action through the
impact on the psyche of members of a given
social group or society as a whole. Such socially
oriented communication can be direct (a rally,
in general, any public speech in front of an
audience), or it can be indirect (radio,
television, press) [8]. At the same time, it can
be concentrated in time (simultaneous or
almost simultaneous communication with the
entire audience) or dispersed (each pedestrian
reads billboard advertising when he passes by
it); the audience can also be concentrated in
space (again, a rally) or dispersed (television).
What we call speech influence here is the
various  forms  of  socially oriented
communication [8]. In other words, it is mass
communication (radio, television, press); forms
of propaganda that do not fit into the

traditional volume of mass communication -
such as pasted or distributed leaflets,
documentaries, videos, computer programs
with the task of social (socio-psychological)
impact; finally, various forms of advertising -
both commercial and political. In addition,
socially oriented communication includes
various forms of direct social impact, such as
lectures, oral public speaking, etc[9].

The methods of psycholinguistics are
borrowed from experimental psychology. In
psycholinguistics, there are three methods for
collecting linguistic material:

The method of introspection was proposed
by W. Wundt.

Introspection or self-observation (from
Latin introspecto “I look inside” is a method of
psychological research, which consists in
observing one’s own mental processes without
using tools or standards[10]. The method of
introspection studies one’s own activity:
individual ~ thoughts, images,  feelings,
experiences, acts of thinking as an activity of
the mind structuring consciousness, etc. For a
long time, introspection was the main method
for studying mental states and the content of
human consciousness. A psycholinguist who
studies language as a phenomenon of the
psyche always begins research  with
introspection - a mental fitting of the
experiment to himself, combining at this stage
the researcher and the informant in one person
[11].

Method of
conditions.
Methods of observation imply an
explanation of a mental phenomenon in the
process of its specially organized perception.
Purposeful scientific observation is based on a
certain theoretical hypothesis; it is carried out
according to a predetermined plan, and its
course and results are clearly recorded.
Scientific observation has been widely used
since the end of the 19th century in areas
where the fixation of the characteristics of
human behavior in various conditions is of
particular importance - in clinical, social,
educational psychology, developmental

observation in natural
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psychology, and since the beginning of the 20th
century - in labor psychology [12]. Surveillance
is used when it is either impossible or
inadmissible to interfere with the natural
course of the process. Observation is used
where the intervention of the experimenter
will disrupt the process of human interaction
with the environment. This method is
indispensable when it is necessary to obtain a
complete picture of what is happening and
reflect the behavior of individuals in its
entirety[13]. This technique is based on the
observation that mental lexicon searches are
faster if the word currently being processed is
semantically related to the preceding word.
The procedure for conducting the experiment
is as follows: in each experimental attempt, the
subject hears into the headphones a certain
statement or several short statements related
by meaning; at the same time he sees a
sequence of letters on the computer screen; by
pressing one of the two buttons, he must
determine as quickly as possible whether the
combination of letters that appears on the
screen is a real word in his native language or
not. For example, if the subject hears a
statement containing the word dog and sees
the word cat on the screen, his reaction will be
faster than if this statement did not contain
words related in meaning to the word dog [14].
This phenomenon is commonly referred to as
the priming effect.

Associative dictionaries have been
created on the basis of associative experiments
in applied psycholinguistics. The first
"Dictionary of Associative Norms of the Russian
Language" was compiled by a team of authors
led by Alexei Alekseevich Leontiev. Currently,
the most complete dictionary is the "Russian
Associative Dictionary” by Yuri Nikolayevich
Karaulov, Yuri Aleksandrovich Sorokin, Evgeny
Fedorovich Tarasov, Natalya Vladimirovna
Ufimtseva. It contains about 1300 stimulus
words. As typical verbal reactions, it presents
about thirteen thousand different words; in
total, the dictionary contains over a million
verbal reactions. There are several options for
interpreting the results of the association
experiment [15].

1) When analyzing the verbal reactions of the
subjects, syntagmatic (the sky is blue, the tree
is growing, the car is moving, smoking is
harmful) and paradigmatic (table - -chair,
mother - father) associations are distinguished.
Syntagmatic associations are those
whose grammatical class is different from the
grammatical class of the stimulus word and
which always express predicative relations.
Paradigmatic associations are reaction words
of the same grammatical class as stimulus
words. It is possible to restore the stimulus
word by associations, since they contain
features similar to those contained in the
stimulus word. For example, according to the
associations “summer, summer, has begun,
rest, soon, cheers, idleness, school, holiday
camp” it is quite easy to restore the stimulus
word “holidays”[16].
2) Among the verbal reactions in
psycholinguistics, there are also reactions that
reflect gender-species relations (a cat is a pet, a
table is furniture); "sound" associations that
have a phonetic resemblance to the stimulus
(cat - baby, house - tom); reactions that display
the connections of objects (cat - milk, mouse);
"clichéd" associations restoring "speech
clichés" (master - golden hands, guest -
uninvited); "socially determined" associations
(a woman is a mother, a housewife).
Associative reactions in each person are
distinguished by great individual originality.
The actualization of this or that connection in
the response-reaction is not accidental and
may depend on various factors;
- from the general level of education and
culture[17]. Thus, persons with a higher
technical education more often give
paradigmatic associations, and those with a
humanitarian education give syntagmatic
associations;
- from geographical conditions. Different
reactions to the same stimulus in the
experiment were given by residents of
Yaroslavl (brush - mountain ash) and
Dushanbe (brush - grapes)[18];
- from a person's profession. Different
reactions to the same stimulus in the
experiment were given by: a conductor (brush -
smooth, soft), a nurse in the surgical
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department of the hospital (brush -
amputation) and a builder (brush - hair);

- from the cultural and historical traditions of
the people. For example, typical verbal
associations to the word “bread”: a Russian
person has bread and salt, an Uzbek has bread
and tea, a French person has bread and wine.
Belonging to a certain people, one culture
makes the “center” of the associative field
stable, and the connections are regularly
repeated (the poet is Yesenin, the number is
three, the friend is faithful, the friend is the
enemy, the friend is the comrade).

Semantic differential method.

The semantic differential method is used
to identify subjective (individual) semantic
fields and refers to the "scaling” methods.
These methods are used in psychology to
obtain quantitative parameters of the
phenomenon under study. In psycholinguistics,
words and phrases are the object of study.
Semantic differential is a method of
quantitative and qualitative "indexing"
(evaluation) of the meaning of a word using
two-pole scales, each of which has a gradation
with a pair of antonymous adjectives.

Based on this, the so-called "cluster
analysis" procedure is performed, when objects
are combined into successive groups. First,
words that are semantically closer to each
other are combined, then these pairs are again
combined with those pairs that are closer to
them, etc. A series of clusters are formed:
“means for storing things”, “means of
transportation”, etc. . In the end, a kind of
“clustering tree” is obtained. The closer the
similarity of words, the shorter the branches of
the tree connecting these words. Modern
psycholinguistics allows solving the problems
of bilingualism, describing strategies for
mastering and using a foreign language. It is
necessary for recognizing people by the
features of their speech, for solving the
problems of machine translation, speech input
of information into a computer.
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