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Introduction: 
There are several types of phrases in English 
grammar. A phrase is a group of words that 
form what the dictionary calls 'a conceptual 
unit' (an idea contained in a few words). 
Phrases normally form parts of clauses. A 
phrase is not a sentence on its own. The 
important thing to not is that phrases do not 
make sense on their own as they do not have 
a subject and predicate. 
 
What are the different types of phrases? 
Noun phrase 
Adjective phrase 
Adverb phrase 
Verb phrase 
Prepositional phrase 
 
A noun = a word that is used to name something, 
such as an object, place, person, idea etc. For 
example, ‘desk’, ‘city’, ‘woman’, ‘love’. 
An adjective = a word that describes a noun or 
pronoun. For example, in the sentence “the cat 
is grey”, the adjective is ‘grey’ and it is used to 
describe the noun (the cat). 

A verb = a word that describes an action or state. 
For example, in the sentence “the teacher writes 
on the board” the verb is ‘writes’ as it indicates 
the action. In the sentence “the ball is rolling 
down the hill”, the auxiliary verb ‘is’ indicates 
the tense of the sentence, and the main verb 
‘rolling’ expresses the action. 
An adverb = a word that describes a verb, 
adjective, another adverb or a whole sentence. 
For example, in the sentence “she walks slowly” 
the adverb is ‘slowly’ as it adds information 
about the verb. In the sentence “he is really tall”, 
the adverb is ‘really’ as it adds information 
about the adjective. 
A preposition = a word or group of words that 
indicate where things are in relation to one 
another. This can refer to direction, time, 
location and spatial relationships. For example, 
words like ‘on’, ‘in’, ‘under’, ‘over’, ‘before’, 
‘after’. 
Noun phrase 
A noun phrase is a group of words that consists 
of a noun (or pronoun eg. he, she, it) and other 
words that modify the noun. Modifiers can refer 
to articles (a/an/the), quantifiers (some, a lot, a 
little), demonstratives (this, that, those), 
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possessives (his, her, their), adjectives or 
adverbs. 
Noun phrases are used to give more information 
about a noun. They can function as the subject, 
object or complement of a sentence. 
Noun phrase examples 
Here are some examples of the types of phrases 
known as noun phrases. 
In the sentence: 
“Your black cat is always outside.” 
The noun phrase is 
“Your black cat.” 
It is used to add detail to the sentence, by 
indicating the subject (cat) and describing it (a 
cat that is black and belongs to someone). 
 
Adjective phrase 
An adjective phrase (also known as an adjectival 
phrase) is a type of phrase which is a group of 
words that consists of an adjective and other 
words that modify or complement it. Adjective 
phrases have the purpose of an adjective and 
are used to describe or add more detail to a 
noun/pronoun. They can come before or after a 
noun. 
Adjective phrase examples 
Here are some examples of adjective phrases. 
In the sentence 
“The man with short hair is running in the park.” 
The adjective phrase is 
“Short hair.” 
 
Adverb phrase 
An adverb phrase (also known as an adverbial 
phrase) is a group of words that consists of an 
adverb and often other modifiers. They have the 
function of an adverb in a sentence and are used 
to modify verbs, adjectives and other adverbs. 
They can appear before or after the elements 
they modify. 
Adverb phrase examples 
Here are some examples of adverb phrases. 
In the sentence: 
“I go to the gym every weekend.” 
The adverb phrase is: 
“Every weekend.” 
 
Verb phrase 
A verb phrase is a group of words that consists 
of a head (main) verb and other verbs such as 
copular verbs (verbs that join the subject to the 

subject complement ie., seems, appears, tastes) 
and auxiliaries (helping verbs ie., be, do, have). 
It can also include other modifiers. A verb 
phrase has the function of a verb in a sentence. 
Verb phrase examples 
Here are some examples of verb phrases. 
In the sentence: 
“Dave was walking his dog.” 
The verb phrase is: 
“Was walking.” 
 
Prepositional phrase 
A prepositional phrase is a group of words that 
consists of a preposition and an object. It can 
also include other modifiers, but these are not 
essential. A prepositional phrase can either act 
as an adjective or adverb in a sentence. It is used 
to modify nouns and verbs and gives 
information about the relationships between 
subjects and verbs. 
Prepositional phrase examples 
Here are some examples of prepositional 
phrases. 
In the sentence: 
“The rat runs into the box.” 
The prepositional phrase is: 
“Into the box.” 
 
References: 

1. https://www.studysmarter.us/explanat

ions/english/english-grammar/types-

of-phrases/ 

2. Sharipova Nodira Shavkat qizi. (2022). 

TEACHING FOREIGN LANGUAGES TO 

STUDENTS WITH DIFFERENT LEVELS 

OF PROFICIENCY . JOURNAL OF NEW 

CENTURY INNOVATIONS, 7(5), 75–82. 

Retrieved from 

http://wsrjournal.com/index.php/new/

article/view/1633 

3. Axmedov Hasan Uzairovich, & Sharipova 

Nodira Shavkat qizi. (2022). THE 

COMMUNICATIVE METHOD IN 

TEACHING SPEAKING IN ENGLISH . 

PEDAGOGS Jurnali, 14(1), 54–61. 

Retrieved from 

https://pedagoglar.uz/index.php/ped/a

rticle/view/1644 

https://geniusjournals.org/index.php/erb/index
https://www.studysmarter.us/explanations/english/english-grammar/types-of-phrases/
https://www.studysmarter.us/explanations/english/english-grammar/types-of-phrases/
https://www.studysmarter.us/explanations/english/english-grammar/types-of-phrases/
http://wsrjournal.com/index.php/new/article/view/1633
http://wsrjournal.com/index.php/new/article/view/1633
https://pedagoglar.uz/index.php/ped/article/view/1644
https://pedagoglar.uz/index.php/ped/article/view/1644


Volume 18|March, 2023                                                                                                                                                            ISSN: 2795-7365 

 

Eurasian Research Bulletin                                                                                                                                 www.geniusjournals.org 

         P a g e  | 30 

4. Ellis R. Task-based Language Learning 

and Teaching / Rod Ellis. — Oxford: OUP, 

2003. — 387 p. 

5. Langran J., Langran P. Language Games 

and Activities, 1994, р. 12–14. 

6. Masheder M. Let’s play together, London: 

Green Print, 1989, р. 3–5. 

7. Alanna J., 104, Activities That Build: self 

esteem, teamwork, communication, 

anger management, selfdiscovery and 

coping skills, United States: Rec. Room 

Publishing, Inc., 1998, 202 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://geniusjournals.org/index.php/erb/index

