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This article examines the role of Legal English instruction in developing negotiation, legal
drafting, and legal reasoning competencies among international lawyers. In the
contemporary global legal environment, legal professionals are increasingly required to
participate in cross-border negotiations, prepare international legal documents, interpret
treaties, and resolve disputes within multicultural and multilingual contexts.
Consequently, proficiency in Legal English has become an essential professional
competency rather than merely a linguistic skill. The study analyzes the relationship
between Legal English education and the development of practical legal abilities
necessary for effective participation in international legal practice.
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INTRODUCTION Mediation Framework, and Dispute Settlement

One of the most important professional
requirements for international lawyers is the
ability to negotiate effectively in multicultural
and multinational environments. The adoption
of the United Nations Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) on 25 September 2015
emphasized the importance of international
cooperation and peaceful dispute resolution.
Within this framework, legal negotiations have
become a critical instrument for achieving
international consensus and legal stability.

International lawyers frequently participate in
negotiations involving trade agreements,
investment treaties, environmental cooperation
frameworks, and commercial transactions. Such
activities require mastery of specialized
terminology including Good Faith Negotiation,
Mutual  Consent,  Binding =~ Commitment,
Reservation Clause, Settlement Agreement,

Mechanism.

From a pedagogical perspective, Legal English
instruction provides an effective platform for
developing  negotiation  skills  through
simulation exercises, role-playing activities, and
case-based learning. Students who engage in
authentic negotiation scenarios acquire
practical experience in persuasive
communication, legal argumentation, and
conflict resolution. Consequently, Legal English
functions not merely as a language subject but
as a professional training tool that prepares
future lawyers for real-world legal negotiations.
MAIN PART

Legal drafting represents one of the most
sophisticated aspects of professional legal
communication. International legal documents
must be characterized by clarity, precision,
consistency, and legal certainty. Ambiguous
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drafting may result in contractual disputes,
interpretative conflicts, and financial losses.
The Vienna Convention on the Law of
Treaties, adopted on 23 May 1969 and
entering into force on 27 January 1980,
highlights the importance of precise treaty
language and authentic interpretation. Modern
international lawyers routinely prepare legal
documents such as  Memoranda  of
Understanding (MoU), Non-Disclosure
Agreements (NDA), Letters of Intent (LOI),
Commercial Contracts, Legal Opinions, and
Arbitration Submissions.

Scientific analysis indicates that Legal English
instruction contributes significantly to drafting
competence by exposing learners to authentic
legal texts and drafting conventions. Through
systematic examination of international
agreements and judicial documents, students
develop an understanding of legal phraseology,

structural organization, and professional
drafting standards.

Furthermore, contemporary legal drafting
increasingly = requires  familiarity = with
international compliance frameworks and
regulatory  terminology. Lawyers must

accurately formulate provisions concerning
jurisdiction, liability, dispute resolution,
confidentiality, force majeure, and contractual
obligations. Consequently, Legal English
education should integrate drafting exercises

that reflect contemporary international legal
practice.

Legal reasoning constitutes the intellectual
foundation of legal practice. It involves the
interpretation of legal norms, evaluation of
evidence, application of legal principles, and
formulation of persuasive legal arguments.
According to the Statute of the International
Court of Justice, legal disputes are resolved
through the application of international
conventions, customary international law,
general principles of law, judicial decisions, and
scholarly writings. Effective participation in
such processes requires lawyers to possess
advanced analytical and reasoning abilities.
Legal English instruction contributes to the
development of legal reasoning by encouraging
learners to analyze authentic legal cases, judicial
decisions, arbitration awards, and treaty
provisions. Through engagement with real legal
materials, students learn to identify legal issues,
construct  logical arguments, evaluate
competing interpretations, and justify legal
conclusions.

Particularly important are concepts such as
Legal Interpretation, Judicial = Reasoning,
Precedential Analysis, Legal Justification, Burden
of Proof, Rule of Law, and Procedural Fairness.
These concepts represent essential components
of international legal discourse and therefore
require systematic integration into Legal
English curricula.

Academic Table: Competency Development through Legal English Instruction:

. Role of Legal English| Teaching Meth Learni
Competency Core Skills Involved RO of Legal English Teaching gt ods earning Outcomes
Area Instruction / Strategies (Evidence-Based)
- Role-play
Legal English simulations
- Argumentation- |provides structured| (courtroom & |- Improved persuasive
Persuasion- language for contract language use- Higher
Negotiation Intercultural bargaining, negotiation)- intercultural
Competence communication- |concession-making, Case-based negotiation efficiency-
Strategic and contract learning- Moot |Increased confidence in
communication negotiation court debates- | real legal negotiations
discourse Authentic legal
dialogue practice
- iting- Legal English - fti L
Contract ertllng egal Englis Contract drafting| Reduced ambiguity in
: Clause structuring- | enhances accuracy, | workshops- Error
Legal Drafting L : : legal texts- Improved
Precision in legal clarity, and correction
Competence . . : coherence and formal
wording- Formal | standardization in analysis-
. . accuracy- Mastery of
register control drafting legal Template-based
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Competency Core Skills Involved Role of Legal.Enghsh Teaching Me.thods Learpmg Outcomes
Area Instruction / Strategies (Evidence-Based)
documents writing tasks- legal document
(contracts, Comparative structure
agreements, clause analysis
memoranda)
. - Case law
: Legal English .
- Logical argument 1 analysis- IRAC .
5 ! develops the ability y - Strong analytical
construction- X method (Issue- .
: : to articulate legal . thinking- Improved
Legal Reasoning| Interpretation of . . Rule-Application-| , .. -
reasoning using . ability to interpret legal
Competence statutes- Case . . Conclusion)-
. " precise terminology . texts- Clear structured
analysis- Critical Socratic .
O and structured . legal argumentation
thinking in law : questioning- Legal
argumentation L. -
opinion writing
- Comparative
- Cross-border . legal systems ..
- Legal English acts as : - Better adaptation in
communication- . analysis- . .
Intercultural . a bridge language . international law
Legal terminology . - International case :
Legal . for international . environments- Reduced
L adaptation- . studies- . e
Communication legal practice across - miscommunication in
Cultural awareness C Multilingual legal
. jurisdictions . cross-border cases
in law terminology
mapping
- Formal register
& . - Corpus-based
usage- Legal Legal English .
. . . learning- Legal - Expanded legal
Professional vocabulary instruction ensures ; .
: . text analysis- lexicon- Improved
Legal Discourse | expansion- Genre- | mastery of genre- . . "
o L Authentic professional writing
Mastery specific writing based legal
L document fluency
(contracts, communication
. exposure
pleadings)
Conclusion Second, legal drafting competence is
The development of negotiation, developed through systematic practice in
drafting, and legal reasoning competencies producing precise and standardized legal

through Legal English instruction represents a
multidimensional and integrated approach to
professional legal education. The analysis
demonstrates that Legal English is not merely a
linguistic tool, but a functional medium for
shaping core legal competencies required in
international legal practice.

First, negotiation competence is
significantly enhanced through structured
exposure to authentic legal communication,
where learners acquire persuasive language,
strategic discourse patterns, and intercultural
negotiation skills. Simulation-based methods
such as moot courts and role-play activities
strengthen learners’ ability to operate
effectively in real legal negotiations.

documents. Legal English instruction improves
clarity, coherence, and formal accuracy,
enabling international lawyers to construct
contracts and legal texts with reduced
ambiguity and higher professional quality.

Third, legal reasoning competence is
reinforced through analytical tasks such as case
law interpretation and IRAC-based writing. This
fosters logical thinking, structured
argumentation, and the ability to apply legal
rules effectively within different jurisdictional
contexts.
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