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ABSTRACT

The article deals with literature as an important science in linguistics. For the majority of
people around the world, our first serious encounter with literature comes from school.
Reading and writing has been drilled in all of us from an early age and this is set in motion
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Being able to empathize with a group of
characters written on a page is categorical and
from a student’s perspective a necessary
skill. Additionally, the ability to sense themes
and messages opens us up to another way of
thinking. Literature becomes a vessel. The 130
million books, which have been published
around the world, are guides for the reader and
generate a bridge for them to learn something
new.

History is not only a gateway to the past; it
is also suggestive of our present and the future.
Within every time period lies different people
and within them, different stages in ours. Each
individual before was a product of their own
time. As a species, we evolve every day and
without that timestamp that literature gives us,
we would know nothing about the past.

Literature allows a person to step back in
time and learn about life on Earth from the ones
who walked before us. We can gather a better
understanding of culture and have a greater
appreciation of them. We learn through the
ways history is recorded, in the forms of
manuscripts and through speech itself.

In periods from ancient Egypt, we can
gather their history through hieroglyphics and

paintings. The symbols Egyptians left behind
are what we now use to understand their
culture. This is different to Greek and Roman
culture, which is found with greater ease,
because of their innate desire for accuracy in
their writing.

This is the power that words have. They
have the ability to spark a meaning, reform a
nation and create movements while being
completely eternal. Inevitably, they will outlive
their speaker.

The impact of literature in modern society
is undeniable. Literature acts as a form of
expression for each individual author. Some
books mirror society and allow us to better
understand the world we live in.

Authors like F.Scott, Fitzgerald are prime
examples of this as his novel The Great
Gatsby was a reflection of his experiences and
opinions of America during the 1920s.

We are easily connected to the psyche of
authors through their stories. However,
literature also reiterates the need to understand
modern day issues like human conflict.

A Gulf News article says, “In an era of
modern media, such as television and movies,
people are misled into thinking that every
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question or problem has its quick corrections or
solutions. However, literature confirms the real
complexity of human conflict”.

Literature is a reflection of humanity and a
way for us to understand each other. By
listening to the voice of another person, we can
begin to figure out how that individual thinks. I
believe that literature is important because of
its purpose and in a society, which is becoming
increasing detached from human interaction,
novels create a conversation.

Literature, a body of written works. The
name has traditionally been applied to those
imaginative works of poetry and prose
distinguished by the intentions of their authors
and the perceived aesthetic excellence of their
execution. Literature may be classified
according to a variety of systems,
including language, national origin, historical
period, genre, and subject matter.

For historical treatment of various
literatures within geographical
regions, see such articles as African
literature; African theatre; Oceanic
literature; Western literature; Central Asian
arts; South Asian arts; and Southeast Asian arts.
Some literatures are treated separately by
language, by nation, or by special subject
(e.g., Arabic literature, Celtic literature, Latin
literature, French literature, Japanese
literature, and biblical literature).

Definitions of the word literature tend to
be circular. The 11th edition of Merriam-
Webster’s  Collegiate  Dictionary considers
literature to be “writings having excellence of
form or expression and expressing ideas of
permanent or universal interest.” The 19th-
century critic Walter Pater referred to “the
matter of imaginative or artistic literature” as a
“transcript, not of mere fact, but of fact in its
infinitely varied forms.” But such definitions
assume that the reader already knows what
literature is. And indeed its central meaning, at
least, is clear enough. Deriving from the
Latin littera, “a letter of the alphabet,” literature
is first and foremost humankind’s entire body of
writing; after that it is the body
of writing belonging to a given language or
people; then it is individual pieces of writing.

But already it is necessary to qualify these
statements. To use the word writing when
describing literature is itself misleading, for one
may speak of “oral literature” or “the literature
of preliterate peoples.” The art of literature is
not reducible to the words on the page; they are
there solely because of the craft of writing. As an
art, literature might be described as the
organization of words to give pleasure. Yet
through words literature elevates and
transforms experience beyond “mere” pleasure.
Literature also functions more broadly in
society as a means of both criticizing and
affirming cultural values.

Literature is the foundation of life. It
places an emphasis on many topics from human
tragedies to tales of the ever-popular search for
love. While it is physically written in words,
these words come alive in the imagination of the
mind, and its ability to comprehend the
complexity or simplicity of the text.

Literature enables people to see through
the lenses of others, and sometimes even
inanimate objects; therefore, it becomes a
looking glass into the world as others view it. It
is a journey that is inscribed in pages and
powered by the imagination of the reader.

Ultimately, literature has provided a
gateway to teach the reader about life
experiences from even the saddest stories to the
most joyful ones that will touch their hearts.

From a very young age, many are exposed
to literature in the most stripped-down form:
picture books and simple texts that are mainly
for the sole purpose of teaching the alphabet etc.
Although these are not nearly as complex as an
800-page sci-fi novel, it is the first step that
many take towards the literary world.

Progressively, as people grow older, they
explore other genres of books, ones that propel
them towards curiosity of the subject, and the
overall book.

Reading and being given the keys to the
literature world prepares individuals from an
early age to discover the true importance of
literature: being able to comprehend and
understand situations from many perspectives.

Physically speaking, it is impossible to be
someone else. It is impossible to switch bodies
with another human being, and it is impossible
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to completely understand the complexity of
their world. Literature, as an alternative, is the
closest thing the world has to being able to
understand another person whole-heartedly.

For stance, a novel about a treacherous
war, written from the perspective of a soldier,
allows the reader to envision their memories,
their pain, and their emotions without actually
being that person. Consequently, literature can
act as a time machine, enabling individuals to go
into a specific time period of the story, into the
mind and soul of the protagonist.

With the ability to see the world with a
pair of fresh eyes, it triggers the reader to reflect
upon their own lives. Reading material that is
relatable to the reader may teach them morals
and encourage them to practice good judgment.

This can be proven through public school
systems, where the books that are emphasized
the most tend to have a moral-teaching purpose
behind the story.

An  example would be William
Shakespeare’s stories, where each one is meant
to be reflective of human nature - both the good
and bad.

Consequently, this can promote better
judgment of situations, so the reader does not
find themselves in the same circumstances as
perhaps those in the fiction world. Henceforth,
literature is proven to not only be reflective of
life, but it can also be used as a guide for the
reader to follow and practice good judgment.

The world today is ever changing. Never
before has life been so chaotic and challenging
for all. Life before literature was practical and
predictable, but in the present-day, literature
has expanded into countless libraries and into
the minds of many as the gateway for
comprehension and curiosity of the human
mind and the world around them.

Literature is of great importance and is
studied upon as it provides the ability to connect
human relationships and define what is right
and what is wrong. Therefore, words are alive
more than ever before.
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