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territories of the Kang state.

In the first centuries AD, there was a large Kushan Empire in the southern regions of
Central Asia, the Indian Peninsula, Afghanistan, southern Uzbekistan, and southern
Tajikistan, and the Parthian Empire in its western parts, Iran, Turkmenistan, and the
Black Sea region. they had Hellenistic culture, and in the north of these countries, a union
of large semi-peasant, semi-herding states - “Hellenized culture” was formed in the
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Even in the 1st-4th centuries AD, a culture
dating back to the traditions of antiquity
dominated the central regions of Central Asia.
Such a situation was especially evident in the
material culture of the Kushan Empire, a large
centralized state that occupied the territories of
the Indian Peninsula, Afghanistan, southern
Tajikistan, and southern Uzbekistan. Culture
during the Empire reached an unprecedented
peak of development. It should be noted that
archaeologists  have  been conducting
archaeological excavations in Kushan period
monuments for many years and have identified
an archaeological complex called the “Kushan
archaeological complex”, which was a culture
created by the influence of the mixture of the
Hellenistic culture and the Buddhist religion
that emerged in the southern parts of Central
Asia. Some archaeologists call this culture
“Kushonian culture”, other archaeologists call it
“Hellenistic culture”, and in very rare cases
“Hellenized culture”.l

! Crapuckuii B.41. Kymanckas BakTpus: npo6sieMbl HCTOPHH
u KynsTyphl. M.: “Hayka”, 1977. -296 c.

The culture created in the Kushan Empire had a
great influence on the Sughd regions. We would
like to emphasize that such an effect is the fact
that the pottery complexes are almost equally
developed in both regions, especially the images
of terracotta figurines, which are very close to
each other.

In the south-west of Central Asia, in the south
and south-east of the Caspian Sea, is the ancient
Parthian state, which was founded in about 250
BC, and in its time, this state had absorbed the
territory from Mesopotamia to India, the
eastern satrapies.? In the 1st century AD, the
power of Parthia increased and became a
dangerous rival of the Roman Empire. In the
territory of this country, the Hellenized culture
was preserved as it was during the developed
Hellenism. That is, here we see that
traditionalism in culture has continued quite
firmly. Therefore, big changes in culture are not
so visible. The material culture of Parthia was
very close to the regions of Sughd and

2 Komenenko I'.A. Kynbrypa [Tappuu. M.: 1966; Ero xe.
Mapgsuckas poprudukammsa. — CA. M.: 1963, Ne2.
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Khorezm.3 It has been emphasized by many
scholars that the material culture of the north-
eastern regions of this empire, in particular, is
similar to the material culture of the Karshi
oasis.*

It could be a threat to the development of both
empires, the Kushan Empire and Parthia, to
their state policy and system only from the
north and northeastern regions. The kings of
these countries, who noticed this at the time,
built defensive fortifications in the transverse
direction to the routes of cattle-breeding
population. Whether it is the “Wall of Antioch”
built in the southwestern regions of Central
Asia, the defense structures of the Kushan
empire that passed through the Hisar
mountains between Surkhandarya region and
Kashkadarya, or the “Kanpir wall” that
surrounded the northern part of the Samarkand
oasis, all these were structures built to keep the
security of the great empires and to block the
way of the herdsmen. A force that could
suddenly disrupt the peace and tranquility of
these great empires was always the threat of the
invasion of cattlemen armed with horsemen,
swords and daggers from the north-eastern
regions. Only such a force could break the
military might of such great powers.

Hence, by building defensive structures against
such a danger, as mentioned above, this danger
could be prevented even to a small extent.

The peace and quiet life in the Kushan empire,
which surrounded itself from the north with
strong stone walls, for nearly 400 years, led to
the emergence of a truly developed urban
culture and the development of Buddhism in the
territory of this state.> Due to the archaeological
research conducted in this area, the developed
culture of urban planning, the remains of the

®  TMwmnko B.H. IMocenenus cesepo-3ananuoii baktpun.

Amxa6an.: «blaeimy», 1985 r. Taom. XLII-XLIX.

* Maccon M.E. Cronuunbie ropoga B 00JNacTH HU30BBEB
Kamka-napeu ¢ apesreiimux Bpemen (M3 pador Kemckoit
apxeosoro-tonorpadpudeckor sxcnenunun TamlyY (1965-
1966 rr.)). T.: 1973; Kabanor C.K. Haxmab nHa pyOGexe
npeBHocTd u cpenHeBekoBbst (II1-VI BB.). T.: ®an, 1981.

5 Paxmonos I11. TaBka (37366KI/ICTOHHI/IHF KaJnuMTH 00XKXOHA
HHIIOOTNIapH Tapuxura goup). T.: 2001. -142 6.

6 ITyrauenxona I'.A. Xamuass. K npo6neme Xyn0KCTBEHHOM
kyneTypel  CeBepHoit  bakrpun.  Tamkent.:  1966;

Hellenistic culture mixed with the Buddhist
religion were discovered and studied.® One of
the cultural monuments of the Kushon era, the
Kanpirtepa monument on the right bank of the
Amudarya, was fully opened and studied by E.V.
Rtveladze, and the material culture of this
monument was thoroughly studied.” Most
importantly, the ancient culture of red ware
bowls and cups, goblets, terracotta figurines
were very similar to the same objects of Sughd.
As described above, the culture of urban
planning was  discovered during the
archaeological excavations in the cities and
villages of Sughd. Especially during the
archeological excavations conducted in the
ruins of the main capital city of Karshi Oasis, the
potters' neighborhood was studied, and we can
learn from the fact that in the layers of the 1st-
4th centuries AD, life continued smoothly and
peace continued for many years. In particular,
we can see that the pottery craft of this period
reached the highest point in its development.
The use of extremely fine clay for making
pottery and the very fine processing of clay
prepared for making vessels is reflected in all
the ceramics. Fragments of dishes taken from
the cultural layers of this period are
distinguished by their very thinness, and the
fact that they are polished with a red angob on
top.8 Such success in pottery is certainly
characteristic only of the developed culture of
urban planning.

It should be said that monuments with similar
cultural layers are characteristic of the
Muydintepa monument of the Karshi oasis,
especially the bowls and goblets made very
thinly in the layers of Muydintepa-Il are

ITyrauenkoBa I'.A., Pemmens JL.W. Hcropus uckyccrs
VY36ekucrana (¢ ApeBHEHIINX BpeMeH 10 cepenutbl XIX B.).
M. M.: 1965; Ilyrauenkosa [".A., Pteenanze O.B. CepepHas
Bakrpust — Toxapucran. T.: “@an”, 1990. C.41-119.

7 Preemamse D.B. Toxapucranckas apxeoynoradeckas
skcnenunust 1999-2009. Crpanmisl uctopud. TamrkeHT.:
2009. - 100 c.

8 HUcamupnunos M.X., CynelimanoB P.X. Epxypran
(crpaturpadus u nepuoamzanyst). Tamkent.: “®an”, 1984,
c.91-93; Cyneiimano P.X. JlpeBumit Haxma6. IIpoGnemsr
nuBHian3anuu Ysoekuctana B VII BB. mo H.3., VII B.H.S.
Tamkent.: «®an», 2000, ¢.175-181(EK-11, EK-12, EK-13).
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definitely painted and polished with red angob.?
It would be wrong to limit the description of
pottery of the ancient period only to
Muydintepa. Because this high level of culture of
antiquity does not end with the ceramics from
this one monument alone. Traces of the
Hellenized culture of the 2nd-1st centuries BC
can be found in the entire Sugdian region,
including the Samarkand Sugdian and the upper
reaches of the Kashkadarya. A similar pottery
complex was found in Kalandartepa, a
monument on the site of the city of Kitab.10
Despite the fact that the distance between the
Kitab area and the Karshi oasis is more than 70
km, we would like to emphasize the similarity of
these rare resources found in the layers of the
[I-I centuries BC and the I centuries AD.

We can see the above similarity when observing
the archaeological monuments of the
Samarkand oasis and the monuments in the
basin of the Kashkadarya oasis, pottery and also
terracotta figurines. There is no difference at all
between the shape of the pottery found in the
archaeological sites of the Jizzah oasis, about
200 kilometers north of the Karshi oasis, and the
methods of polishing.11

However, a slightly changed aspect of the state
of similarity between the oases in pottery
becomes noticeable when comparing the
pottery complexes of the Bukhara oasis. In other
words, we can see that in the layers of the
Bukhara oasis monuments of the II-I centuries
BC and in the layers of the I centuries BC, new
forms of ceramics appeared.!? In the oasis of
Bukhara, the preserved part of the traditions of
antiquity is primarily the form of ancient
ceramics, and the rest can be seen in the

® Ka6anor C.K. Apxeonoruueckue pabotel 1948 r. B
Kapmunackowm oazuce. Tp. IMA AH Y3CCP. T.Il. TamkeHT.:
1950., ¢.95, Tabn.71.

¥ Kpamenuunukosa H.U. [[sa kommiekca kepamukw I1-I BB.
JI0 H.3. U3 HWKHBIX cioeB Kuraba. — T.: 1977. — c. 85.

U Mapnaes M.X ., lapnaes A.X., ITapmaes 1I1.M. XKuzzax
BOXacuaa Iaxap MaJaHUSATHHMHT Taino Oynumm  Ba
PHUBXJIAHHMIIKM Oockuwiapu (€3Ma Ba MaHOamap acocunia).
V36exncron apxeonoruscu. Camapkans.: 2014, Nel (8). -15-
39.
12 Cyneiimano P.X., Vpakos bB. PesynsTars
NPE/IBAPUTENBHOTO HCCIEOBaHUS AHTHYHOTO TOPOAMINA
cenenus Pamum. UMKY. Beimn. 13. — ¢.58, Pamum — 1V,

tradition of painting them in red, black and
brown colors and polishing them.

In addition to the above traditions, we can see
that the pottery belonging to the herding tribes
of the northern and northeastern regions
entered the oasis of Bukhara.13

In contrast, it is known that the influence of
Hellenistic traditions is evident in the materials
taken from the monuments on the right and left
banks of Amudarya.l* In addition to the
uniformity of such forms and coloring methods,
we can see that from the first centuries AD, wavy
patterns began to appear on the edge of large
lycopoid vessels, on the outside of large vessels,
as an example of layers VII of the Javanese
monument of southern Tajikistan.1>

The culture of ceramics, i.e., the technology of
making very thin and light pottery and polishing
it with red color, was the same in Ferghana as it
was in the regions of Sugd. The only difference
between Sughd and Fergana pottery was that
their shape did not correspond to each other so
much. Such a situation can be felt not only when
comparing Fergana Valley pottery products
with Kashkadarya Sugdi pottery products, but
also when comparing Samarkand Sugdi pottery
products with pottery products of the Karshi
oasis. Because, precisely from the 1st century
AD, the unique pottery of each oasis of Central
Asia and forms of pottery vessels that
correspond to the internal demand and taste of
the inhabitants of that region appear.16
However, the archeology of the Khorezm oasis,
unlike the above, pottery complexes of the
middle of the 1st millennium BC were almost
identical to other regions of Central Asia, but
from the IV-III centuries BC, a completely
different culture appeared in this area, which

13 Vpakos b. Kepamuxka ¢ ropoguma Pamumrena. OHY. —

T.: 1978, Ne 2. Pamumr — V.

14 Tmpaes I1I.P. Marepuansl K W3yYEHUIO JPEBHHX
namaTHUKOB CeBepHoit baktpunn. B ¢6. [Apesnss bakrpus.
Bem. 1. JL: 1974; Vma wmyammd. O reuesuce
LITAMIIOBAHHBIX OPHAMEHTOB Ha KepaMHKe aHTHYHOH
Baktpuu. OHY, 1975, Ne 1.

15 3eiimans T.M. Baxiickas [10J1MHa B JIPEBHOCTH M PAHHEM
Cpe/IHeBEKOBbE (APXEOJOrHYecKUe MaMSITHUKH M THHAMHKA
HPPUTAIIMOHHBIX CHUCTEM JIeBOOEpexXbst NoiuHBI). [ucc. Ha
COWC. y4. CT. KaH.. UCT. Hayk. — JI.: 1969. C. 237-238.

¥ Hcammmmmnos M.X., Cyneiimanos P.X. Epkyprau
(crpaturpadus u nepuoanzanys). Tamkent.: «Dany, 1984

Eurasian Journal of History, Geography and Economics

www.geniusjournals.org

32

Page




Volume 27| December 2023

ISSN: 2795-7659

archaeologists at the time called “Kang culture”.
When the vessels belonging to this culture were
produced, we see that large khums and
khumchas are decorated with spiral patterns in
color on the outside.l” Of course, such
decorative vessels were not found in the
Bactrian or Sugdian regions at all. However, we
can be sure that such patterned dishes are
widespread in the Syrdarya region, especially in
its lower parts. Especially in the graves of the
first half of the 1st millennium BC, if we see that
the traditions of the Andronova culture
continued, from the middle of this millennium,
cylinder-cone-shaped urban culture vessels can
be found.!® This is certainly not the era we are
looking at and the area we are looking at.

We see that in the middle of the 1st millennium
BC, the traditional dishes of the Saks, the
successors of the herdsmen belonging to the
Andronova culture, were widely used in
everyday life. Also, the local urban planning
culture - cylinder-cone pottery items were
widely used in the daily needs of cattle-breeding
tribes. So these vessels were placed in the
graves of the Sak tribes, because in their eyes,
people walked with the idea that after their
death, the “real world”, “real life” begins.
Therefore, when the dead body is placed in the
graves, the weapons, household items used by
him during his life, along with women, various
jewelry, etc. are placed in the graves. Such
concepts existed in almost all the tribes of that
time.

Needless to say, the difference in material
culture between the farming communities and
cattle-breeding tribes in the Khorezm oasis was
quite large. In the central cities of peasant
communities, we can see that the influence of
the Kangyu culture was much greater in the 1st-
4th centuries AD, that is, the traditions of the
Kangyu culture were preserved. Such a
succession can also be known from the

17 Bopo6rea M.T'. Kepamuka Xope3ma aHTUIHOTO MEPHOJIA.
B ¢6. Kepamuka Xopesma. TXADD. T. IV, M.: 1959, c.63-
220.

8 Bumnerckas O.A. Ky/bTypa CakCKMX IUIIEMEH HU30BLEB
Coipaapsu B VII-V BB. 10 H.3. (M0 MaTepuanam YHrapaka).
M.: 1973. - 160 c.

1 Tonpak-kana.J[sopen. Tpyamsl Xope3mMcKol apXxeonoro-
sTHOTrpaduyeckoi skcneanmu. M.: «Hayka», 1984. -303c.

materials of Tuprokala, the ruin of the capital
city of Khorezm in the 2nd-4th centuries AD.1°
At the same time, the influence of herding
culture on the life of peasant communities in
these regions was reflected in their material
culture.2® However, even if the influence on
everyday dishes and household items is great, it
is evident that the succession in the Khorezm
oasis continued firmly in religious and divine
items. We can see them as they were in ancient
times.

One of the main signs of the development of
ancient civilizations in the Khorezm oasis is the
widespread use of terracotta figurines,
anthropomorphic and zoomorphic terracotta
figurines on the edges of various dishes, which
is known from many literatures published on
the Khorezm oasis.21

In conclusion, it can be said that the Hellenistic
culture and its complications, which was
widespread in all regions of Central Asia in the
[I-I centuries BC, and its complications until the
later periods, until the I-IV centuries AD, even in
the wall paintings of Central Sughd, it is possible
to see that many episodes related to the legends
of the Greek era have been preserved. The
spread of Hellenistic culture was not limited to
the territories conquered by Alexander the
Great, but also in Khorezm, Bukhara, Tashkent
oases and Fergana Valley, where he did not
reach. But the culture in these regions was not
“Hellenistic culture” as in Greece, Rome, or the
Mediterranean countries, but rather “Hellenized
culture”.
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