Volume 7| April 2022

ISSN: 2795-7659

Eurasian Journal of History,
Geography and Economics

History Of Disasters in Central Asia
and Their Consequences (Late 19th
and early 20th centuries)

Tursunboeva Maxsuda

National University of Uzbekistan
Department of World History
basic doctoral student (PhD)

This article provides a number of comments on the famine in Central Asia, especially in
Turkestan, one of the greatest disasters of the early twentieth century.

Keywords:

Central Asia, Turkestan, natural disaster, floods, drought, the third
world, the uprising of 1916, the First World War, the Soviet era.

Mankind has emerged that it, like other
living organisms in the biosphere, needed
nutrients. If in the past millennia man has found
food for himself through hard labor, in the
history of its subsequent development natural
disasters such as severe winters, floods, fires,
droughts have brought him famine and death.

In the last century, 100 million people
died of starvation. Chinese and 50 million. the
Indian is dead. In 1992-1993, 2 million people
lived in the African country of Somalia. more
than a dozen people suffered from starvation. In
1980, 1.4 billion people lived in 71 developing
countries. the population was starving. Of these,
420 million were starving, 850 million were
malnourished, and 780 million were very poor
and could not afford food, shelter or clothing.

Today, in the process of integration and
rapprochement of the world's countries, the
economy has become a leading sector, and it
plays an important role in the relations between
the countries of the world. However, the

economic differences between the developed
countries of the world and the representatives of
the "third world" are becoming more and more
obvious. Leaders of the G20 (G20) countries
expressed concern about the escalation of
famine around the world and expressed a desire
to work together to eradicate it. This can be seen
in the final statement of the G20 agriculture
ministers' meeting in July 2018: “We are
concerned that in 2016, famine will increase
again worldwide in a few years, and currently
815 million people are suffering from hunger. 2
billion due to lack of essential nutrients for
humans. one is suffering. We are committed to
working together to achieve sustainable food
development in the future, to end hunger so that
everyone has access to adequate, safe and
nutritious food, and to sustainable agriculture”!.

1 G20 davlatlari ocharchilikka garshi kurashni kuchaytirishga
kelishib oldi // https://kun.uz/news/2018/07/29/g20-
davlatlari-ocarcilikka-karsi-kurasni-kucajtirisga-kelisib-oldi.
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Many universities and research centers
around the world are conducting research on
issues such as famine, food shortages, drought
and the collapse of the country's economy as a
result of high prices. There are mass famines in
many countries of the world. More than a third of
Yemen's population is 8.4 million. one is
threatened by mass starvation. UN Secretary
General's Spokesman Forhan Haq told reporters
on December 11, 2017.

Today, two-thirds of the world's
population does not consume quality food, more
than 50 percent of the population is
malnourished, and 25 percent of the population
is starving, with an annual population of 10-30
million. the population dies of starvation. An
important question on the agenda today is "Can
this problem be solved?"

According to the United Nations
International Coordinating Group, 31.5 billion
tons of food is grown on land and from the sea.
can feed the population. According to Russian
economist K. Malinin, 50 billion rubles are spent
on land crops. can feed the population. By
increasing the consumption of seafood and
single-celled algae, their products will increase
the planet’s population by 290 billion. can
provide food to the population. In the future,
fast-digesting and fish-derived protein products,
seaweed will be a major part of the diet.

The theme of the famine of the last
century and its consequences is considered to be
the greatest catastrophe, and the historical
literature on this field can be divided into two
periods: the Soviet period and the years of
independence?.

Among the historical literature created in
the Soviet period (1917-1991) are the works of
statesmen and party figures G.Safarov,
T.Risqulov, N.Turakulov, F.Khojaev, I.Khidiraliev,
as well as P.Alekseenkov?3 in the 20-30s of the XX

2 Paxmaroe M.F. TypKHMCTOHJAarM OYapUMIMK Ba YHHHT
oxubatinapu (1917 — 1924 iiit.). aBToped. Tomkenr, 2019.

3 Cagapos I. KomommampHas pepomomus  (OmbIT
Typkecrana). — Mocksa: Tocuzmar, 1921; [lepsum.
[Typakyno H.] ®epranckas mpobinema // BoeHHass MBICTE.

century. important. In these works, in particular,
in the famous book by Turor Risqulov, the
famine in the Fergana and Ettisuv oblasts is
depicted with all its tragedy and horror.

The influence of communist ideology is
evident in research conducted in the 1940s and
1970s. In their works created during this period,
the authors focused more on highlighting the
role of Soviet and party organizations in this
period than on highlighting the problem of
famine and food*.

Raxmatov M.G'. His research on the
famine in Turkestan and its consequences
(1917-1924) > shows some aspects of this
problem in the collective fundamental research
created during the years of independence®, in
various textbooks and manuals’, some articles8

Ku.Il. — Tamxkent, 1921. — C. 108-118; Xwunaspipanues U.
BacmayectBo u HapomHoe xo3siicTBo Pepranbl // Boennas
MBICITb U peBotorus. 1923, — Ned, — C. 43-49; Prickynos T.
PeBomroniuss u kopeHHoe HaceneHue TypkectaHa. COOpHUK
cTaTel, J0KIJIaJI0B, peuei U TE3UCOB C MPEIUCIOBUEM aBTOpA.
Yacrte 1. 1917 — 1919 rr. — TamkenT: Y3bekrocusmar, 1925;
AnexceenkoB I1. Kpectesinckoe

Bocctanue B ®eprane. — Tamkent: Cpenaskuura, 1927.

4 Paxmarop M.F. TypKHCTOHZATH OYapuyMIMK Ba YHHUHT
okubaTmapu (1917 — 1924 iii.).aBroped. Tomxent, 2019. 6-6.
5 Paxmatos M.F. TypKMCTOHJAar¥ OYapYHIMK Ba YHHHT
oxubaTnapu(1917 — 1924 iiit.).asroped. Tomkent, 2019.6-6.

® Typkecran B Hawsane XX BeKa: K MCTOPMM HCTOKOB
HallMOHAJbHOM  HE3aBUCHUMOCTH. Hayunwiif  penaxrtop
P.A.PamxanoBa. — Tamxkent: lapk, 2000; V36eKncTOHHIHT
SHTH TapUXH. 2-KHUTOO. V36exucton COBET
MycTamlakauyuwiIury aaspuaa. Unmuii myxappup M.JKypaes. —
Toukent: Illapk, 2000; Y36exucton tapuxu (1917 —

1991 #mnmap). Mkkura kuto6. bupuaun xuto6. 1917 — 1939
wwap. Maceyn myxappupnap: P.A0aynmaeB, M.Paxumos,
K.Paxxa6oB. — Tomkent: O zbekiston, 2019.

7 Paxabosa P.E. Ba Gomkamap. V36exucron tapuxu (1917 —
1993 jimmnap). 9-cuud yuayH gapcank. — TomkenT: YKUTyBUH,
1994; Anumosa I, Ba 6. V36ekucton tapuxm (1917 — 1991
iit.). 10-cuHd YKyBUMIapH yUyH JapCIIUK. —

Tomkent: Illapk, 2000; Paxabo K., Xaiimapor M.
Typxucron tapuxu (1917 — 1924 iiit). Vkys Kynnanma. —
Toukent: Yuupepcuter, 2002; Y36exucron tapuxu (Omuit
YKyB IOPTJIIADUHUHT  HOMYTaXacCHC (axynbTeTIapH
tanabanapu y4uyH papcenuk). P.X.MyprazaeBaHUHT yMyMHA
taxpupu octuga. — Tomxent: YAXBHT wmapkasu, 2003;
Pamxa6o K., 3amonoB A. Hctopus Y3bekucrtana (1917 —
1991 rr.). 1-oe m3nanme. — Tamkent: Mzn. Mmenn Iadypa
I'ymama, 2017 Ba ©.
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and monographs®. K.Rajabov's candidacy and
doctoral dissertations of S.Azamkhodjaev,
R.Abdullaev, D.Ziyoeva, K.Rajabov, A.Rasulov,
Sh.Hayitov, B.Rasulov, M.Haydarov also cover
some aspects of the history of famine in
Turkestan10,

8 Cementora B. Ouapuunuk éxya TypkucToH (oskuanapuian
O6up maBxa // ®am Ba Typmym, 1991. — Nell. — B. 6-7,
Paxabos K. TypkucTtoHaa o4apumIMK Ba yHUHT OKuOaTIapu //
Typxucton, 2001 imn 28 Hos0p; PacynoB A. ®daprona
BUJIOSITH/IA OYapYWIIMK Ba yHra Kapmu Kypam (1917 — 1919
iit.) // daproHa BOAMWCH TapuXu SIHIH TaJKUKOTIAp/a.
PecniyOnnka wiamuit amxymaH Matepuamiapu. — Daprona,
2009. — b. 342-347; Pexa0b6oeB H. ®aproHama 03WK-OBKAT
MyammocH // Yia tymiam. — b. 347-350.

® Amzamxyxaes C. TypkucToH MyXTOpUATH: MUJLIUI-
JIEMOKPAaTHK  NaBIAaTYWIMK  KypWIMIIM — TaxpuOacum. —
Tomxkent: MasnaBusar, 2000; Paxabos K. Mycrakun
Typkucron ¢ukpu yayn myxonxamarap (1917 — 1935 iit.). —
Tomkent: Y36ekucton, 2000; Yuuur y3u. Byxopora Kusmm
apMusi OOCKMHM Ba yHra KapllM Kypall: Tapux XaKuKaTu
(1920 — 1924 #iunnap). — Tomkent: MabHaBust, 2002; YHUHT
y3u. DaproHa BoAMICHMAATH WCTUKJIOIYUIMK XapaKaTH:
MOXUSTH Ba acOCHH puBOxIaHuI Oockuuwiapu (1918 — 1924
nmwuiap). — Tomxkent: Yangi nashr, 2015; Pamxa6os K.
Boopyxennoe nBmxeHne B TypkecTaHe NPOTHB COBETCKOTO
pexuma (1918 — 1924). — Beau Bassin: LAP Lambert, 2018;
Paxabo K., HuostoB C. Bbyxopo Tapmxu. — ToOIIKeHT:
Tafakkur, 2016; PacynmoB A. Typkucron Ba Bonrayiin,
VYpanonmu xankmapu ypracugara myHocabatmap (1917 — 1924
iit.). — Tomxkent: Yuausepcuret, 2005; YHuHr ¥3u. TypKucToH
xanku OarpukeHrnurn (XX acp 20-immmapu  6ommapuaa
Poccusiman aBakyanusi KwiIMHraH OoJyiajap MHUCOIUAA). —
Tomkent: Yangi nashr, 2011; Yuunr y3u. TypkucroH Ba
Poccus xanknapu ypracumaru MyHocabatnap. — TOIIKEHT:
Turon-Igbol, 2016; PacysnoB A., Pexadb6oeB H. Typkucronna
ownapra &paaM KypcaTHil KoMuccusicH (aonusati. — QaproHa,
2012; Xaitutos III. V36ex myxoxupmuru tapuxu (1917 —
1991 #mmnap). — Tomkent: Abu matbuot-konsalt, 2008;
PaxmonoB K. Byxopo Xank Coser PecmyOmukacu Tapuxu
MaTOyoT caxudanapuga (1920 — 1924 immmap). — TomkeHT:
Abu matbuot-konsalt, 2012; PacymoB Bb. V36ekucron
KOJUIEKTUBJIALITUPUIL >KapaéHUAAru CUECUN KaTaroHJAp Ba
CYypTYH KWJIMHTaH JeXKoHIap axpoiu (1929 — 1959 #iwnnap). —
Tomkent: Sharq, 2012; XaiinapoB M. V36ekncronaa coser
JaBiaTH OOMIKApyB TH3WMH: IIAKIUIAHUINH, OOCKWWIApH Ba
moxuatu (1917 — 1941 tmnnap). — TomkenT: Abu matbuot-
konsalt, 2012; Munraapo A. TypKHCTOHIATHW HKTHMOWMIA-
cuécuil KapaHIApHUHT MWUIMH MaTtOyoTna EpuTHIMIIN
(1917 — 1918 immnap). — Towkent: Uctuknon nypu, 2013;
Acpoposa JI. Byxopo Manpacamapu TapuxujaH. AXMaIxoH
n6H Mcemowmnxon mepocu. — Tomkent: Hilol-nashr, 2017 Ba 6.
10 Pamxados K.K. MCcTHKIIOMIMITHK xapakatu B depranckoit
JTOJIHE: CYITHOCTh M OCHOBHBIE ATaIlbl pa3Butus (1918

As a result of the First World War, the
economy of Turkestan, as in the whole territory
of the Russian Empire, fell into disrepair, the
living standards of the population became
difficult, and prices began to rise. As a result of
military operations on the front and the Central
Asian uprising of 1916, the supply of grain and
other foodstuffs from central Russia to
Turkestan declined sharply and then came to a
complete halt. During this period, the train
schedule was disrupted, and train traffic was
disrupted.

In addition, droughts in 1917 and later
made other natural disasters worse. Beginning in
1916, a famine began in the Yettisuv region of
Turkestan?l.

As a result of the February Revolution and the
October Revolution of 1917 in Russia, political
power in Turkestan also changed. Even during
the Provisional Government, Russia's defeat in
the wars, the continuing and intensifying mass
protests among workers, soldiers, and peasants,
the lack of bread and other foodstuffs, and finally
the Bolsheviks' violent economic policies in late
1917 and 1918 resulted in mismanagement.
Since the beginning of the year, the famine has

— 1924 rr.). Amropedepar mucc... KaHI. HCT. HayK. —
Tamkent, 1995; Vaunr y3u. BoopykeHHOe ABIKCHHE B
TypkecTaHCKOM Kpae HpOTHB coBeTckoro pexuma (1918 —
1924 rr.). ABTopedepar aucc... AOKT. UCT. HAyK. — TaIllKeHT,
2005; AOpymraes P. HanuwoHanpHBIE — TOJIUTHYECKHE
opranm3anyn Typkectana B 1917 — 1918 roxel. ABropedepat
JUCC... JIOKT. UCT. Hayk. — Tamxent, 1998; 3useBa JI.X.
HannonansHo-ocBoOouTensHOE ABMXKEHHEe B TypkecTaHe B
ncropuorpadpun XX Beka (MpoOIEeMBbl H3YyYEHHS HCTOPHU
BoccTtauusa 1916 roga u ABrkeHUS ““UCTUKIONYMIMK” 1918 —
1924 rr.). ABTopedepar aucc... AOKT. UCT. HAyK. — TalllKeHT,
1999; Pammpor O.P. V3Gekucronaa coBeT XOKUMHUATHHHUHT
MMJUIAH cuécatuna JlaBjar UJ0paJIApUHUHT
Maxauuitnamrupmwmnm (1918 — 1933 iiit.). Tapux dannapu
oyiimua  damcada  mokropm  (PhD)  muccepramusicu
aBtopepeparn. — Tomkent, 2018; MymmuaoBa I'.3.
V36eKucToHIa COBET NaBPHA COFNMKHM CAKJIANl TH3UMH
tapuxu (1917 — 1991 iiit.). Tapux danmapu noxropu (DSc)
nuccepTanusicu aBropedepartu. — Tomkent, 2018 Ba 6.

! Ycropus Kasaxcrana (¢ ApeBHEHNIMX BPEMEH JIO HAINMX
nueit). B matu Tomax. Tom 3. Kasaxcran B HOBoe BpeMsl.

— Anmartsr: Atamypa, 2000. — C. 636.
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become widespread in Turkestan. Most of the 2.

locals suffered greatly from the faminel2.
Expensiveness became a famine during

this period. Food committees set up during the 3.

interim government failed to address the
problem?13.

In the early days of the Bolsheviks' rule in
Turkestan, the food problem worsened. Various
disputes arose between the local Soviets and the

Bolsheviks and the food committees. The 4,

committees rejected the Soviet government's
policy of violence. A resolution issued by the
Turkestan Food Committee on January 10, 1918,

stated that “all food committees should stay 5.

away from politics, and politics should not be
mixed with food”.

A special resolution was adopted at the 6.

general meeting of democratic organizations in
Tashkent on March 13, 1918, which demanded

that “the work of food organizations should be 7.

non-political and not subordinate to the
authorities”. The general meeting of the staff of
the Samarkand Food Department on July 30 also

approved this idea, emphasizing that “all 8.

segments of the population and all people should
be provided with bread and fill it”. But the
Bolsheviks and the Soviet authorities had a
different opinion. In conclusion, we can say that
the Soviet government and the Bolsheviks began
to establish special bodies directly subordinate
to them and conduct food policy. The old food
committees in Turkestan were abolished in mid-
1918, as in all of Soviet Russia.
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